A new era of HIV has dawned. It presents us with new social scientific challenges alongside biomedical and psychological prevention opportunities, and the task of discovering how best to integrate the two. The international clinical and research communities have discovered that syndemics -the co-existence of multiple factors influencing HIV risk and living with HIV -is the research and intervention approach of the future. The result should be more tailored, holistic and person-centered approaches that reflect the complex living conditions and contexts of people at risk of HIV infections, and of those living with HIV.
Still, some populations require our special attention as they have specific needs that should not be overlooked. These include ageing individuals, children, and migrants. This is especially challenging due to persisting inequality in living circumstances and HIV stigma. Many of these effects are exacerbated in the new climate of reduced funding and financial austerity. New viral diseases, such as Zika, are battling for similar funds, and put great pressure on already scarce budgets, especially in low and middle income countries. As in the past, the biannual AIDSImpact conference continues to provide the nexus point for these multiple dialogue strands.
AIDSImpact 2015 returned to the city of Amsterdam after 25 years, gathering participants from over 50 countries. We were proud to provide support to over a third of delegates -true to the nonprofit ethos and our mission of knowledge dissemination. Looking back at the first AIDSImpact gathering in Amsterdam, so much has changed yet so much still demands our close attention. The theme of this AIDSImpact edition was "choice" -we have never had more available choice for the prevention and treatment of HIV. Never before have we had more insight into the dynamics of risk, how to address them, and how to do that using sophisticated technologies and focusing on the most niched of individual levels. Never before have we possessed a greater battery of tools to help avoid the transmission of HIV: from self-applying super-thin condoms, to saliva-based HIV home testing kits or an array of biomedical interventions such as PrEP. Yet these choices come with a price: high economic costs, complex behavioral adjustments, conflicting social norms, and the challenges of long-term maintenance. AIDSImpact 2015 aimed to provide a forum to address many of these challenges; that aim was succeeded with well over 400 presentations for our international delegates to choose from. A careful selection of these papers is offered in this special issue, reflecting the scientific debate in Amsterdam, providing some insight into the current concept of choice in the fight against HIV, and informing the future research agenda.
The selection of presented papers included in this Special Issue cannot cover the whole breadth of presentations, but does provide a snap shot of the conference with varied methodology, geography and populations under study. We chose 23 papers to reflect four main themes: key populations, mental health, PrEP and a geographic focus on Africa and China. Initially, Hankins pays tribute to the six colleagues that were killed en route to the Melbourne International AIDS Conference. Her paper highlights the important roles they played, and describes ways in which we can build and extend We would like to thank the countless individuals involved in this endeavor, volunteers, local committees and advisory boards, scientists presenting their own and discussing each others' work, and last but not least the sponsors without whom AIDSImpact 2015 would have not been possible. We are happy that AIDSImpact can prosper on such a supportive body of individuals and institutions, and we are looking forward to seeing you all at the next AIDSImpact in 2017.
